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Abstract

These two maps by Johannes Stumpf (1500 –1578) and Sebastian Münster (1488–1552) from the
sixteenth century depict Germany without borders. The first map is taken from Johannes Stumpf’s
Schweizer Chronik, or Swiss Chronicle, of 1548. Stumpf, a Reformed pastor and historian, had
written the chronicle in the 1540s and arranged it according to geographical criteria. The first book
(chapter), which focuses on Europe, is followed by descriptions of Germania, Gaul, and Helvetia.
Each book is preceded by a relevant map. Geographically, Stumpf’s map follows an earlier one by
Sebastian Münster (from 1540) but is more sophisticated.

Sebastian Münster’s fame is largely based on his Cosmographia universalis, or Universal
Cosmography, of 1544. Cosmographia drew on Münster’s own travel experiences but also on
reports by European scholars. The second expanded edition was published in 1550 with 900
woodcuts and 40 maps. The present map comes from a later 1572 edition. Münster’s map is not
oriented like standard modern maps; instead, north and south are inverted. Austria and Bavaria
are at the top of the map, Mecklenburg and Lübeck at the bottom. Germany is bounded here by
Styria and Croatia (top left), Valais (top right), Prussia (bottom left), and the West Frisian islands
(bottom right). Allegorical maps were not uncommon in the sixteenth century; aside from any
other information they conveyed, they also offered possibilities for depicting Germany (Germania)
cartographically as well. The accompanying description of a “new Germany” by Sebastian Münster
shows the regional and political fragmentation of the Holy Roman Empire into individual
dominions and territories.
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